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Hello all and welcome to the Victorian Lebanese Community Coun-
cil’s October edition of the VLCC Gazette! This newsletter will be 
filled with info on the VLCC board, occasions, local events, latest 
news and much more! 
 

 Walk for Harmony! 
Victoria threw its support behind cul-
tural diversity Walking for Harmony 
on Sunday 12 July 2009. Premier John 
Brumby invited all Victorians to join 
him on the Walk to reaffirm to the 
world Victoria's strong support for mul-
ticulturalism. 

The Walk brought together Victorian communities with the aim of 
recognising and celebrating the enormous contribution that ethnic, 
cultural and religious communities bring to the state. "Now is the 
time to highlight to a national and international audience that our 
commitment to multiculturalism is stronger than ever and that the 
Victorian community values the contributions that people from 
around the world have made to our state," Mr Brumby said. 

The Harmony Walk began at Carlton Gardens at 1pm on Sunday 12 
July and proceed through Melbourne's central business district to 
Federation Square.  

VLCC meeting with Victoria Police  

In July, VLCC and other Lebanese community organisations accepted 
an invitation by Commander Dickinson to 'discuss violence in 
the Lebanese community'.  The meeting aimed to engage commu-
nity professionals in conversations with Victoria Police around key 
issues as triggered by recent incidents, in particular the news re-
ports of violent clashes between Indian and Lebanese youth and 
the shooting of a young Lebanese Father outside his home. 

The meeting encouraged conversations on a range of is-
sues, including: the perception and actual occurrence of crime and 
violence in the Lebanese community; the need for improvement in 
police perception of Lebanese youth and possible targeting prac-
tices; the need for a stronger police recruitment program within the 
Lebanese community, and the need for a police youth mentoring 
program to strengthen relationships between police and Lebanese 
youth, and finally to foster a healthier sense of respect and trust 
from both sides. The Victoria Police Multicultural Advisory Unit ex-
pressed willingness to work more closely with Lebanese community 
organisations to implement local projects and initiatives in conjunc-
tion with community organisations. 
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VLCC meets with former Ambassador 

to Lebanon  
Ms Lyndall Sachs  

 
VLCC Chairman Dr Michael Kherallah met 
with the former Australian Ambassador to 
Lebanon Ms Lyndall Sachs in Lebanon last 
month where she expressed her support 
for the VLCC’s body of work and encour-
agement of its aims. During the meeting 
she mentioned an important issue regard-
ing Australians who travel to Lebanon, 
highlighting the importance of obtaining 
travel insurance. The ambassador told of 
one case whereby an individual was forced 
to sell their house in Australia to cover 
their medical bill in Lebanon as they did 
not apply for health or travel insurance 
prior to commencing their travel.  
 
Issues surrounding marriage age and 
spouse visas were also discussed. 
 
VLCC is very appreciative of the important 
role that the Ambassador has played in 
Lebanon and we congratulate her on her 
achievements.  We would also like to con-
gratulate the recently appointed new Am-
bassador to Lebanon Ms Jean Dunn.  VLCC 
board were able to meet with Ms Dunn to 
discuss other issues regarding the Austra-
lian Lebanese community (see page 3 for 
further details of the meeting). 

  
 

 

 
NEWS UPDATES 

VLCC Media Release on counter terrorism 
raids in Melbourne gets a buzz! 

 
The maintenance of national security is a 
role of immense importance which ultimately 
aims to preserve the quality of Australian life 
and ensure the continued safety of its peo-
ple.  The recent counter-terrorism raids 
which saw four Australians arrested as al-
leged plotters is a disturbing setback to this 
standard.  Attempts to disrupt the strong so-
cial fabric that underpins Australian society is 
an abhorrent act which is globally con-
demned as security of all citizens is impor-
tant to all Australians.     

   

It is important to recognise that these events 
do not exemplify the motivations of any sin-
gle community group but rather should be 
witnessed as isolated and extremely unfortu-
nate events which are condemned by the en-
tire Australian community collectively.  More 
specifically, such activity is not regarded as 
acceptable by the broader Australian com-
munity, the entire Australian Lebanese com-
munity and most importantly it is contrary to 
all Islamic teachings and beliefs.  Simply, 
there is no room for terrorists in our society, 
irrespective of their ethnic identity. 

 

Such events should be seen as opportunities 
to strengthen community bonds whereby we 
can collectively work towards dispelling 
criminals who aim to shake the foundations 
of Australian security and ensure that they 
are brought to justice. Australian security is 
a must, and the Australian Lebanese com-
munity highly condemn any activities which 
jeopardise the national security we all enjoy.    
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VLCC meets with Australian ambassa-
dor to Lebanon Ms Jean Dunn 

Members of the VLCC met with the Australian 
Ambassador to Lebanon this month to discuss 
those issues of importance to the Australian 
Lebanese community. The main  points raised 
in the meeting included: 

♦ A reflection that tourism in Lebanon has 
been great this year, mentioning the 
need to support continued growth in 
tourism and travel to Lebanon.  

♦ The need to strengthen trade 
and business relationships and practices 
between Lebanon and Australia. 

♦ The need to strengthen employment 
and educational opportunities in Leba-
non, particularly for Australian-Lebanese 
youth and young adults.   

♦ Recognition that Lebanese migrants 
through connection with extended family 
and positive stories have kept alive the 
connection with Lebanon and the Leba-
nese culture for younger generations.  As 
the migrant Lebanese community 
ages, additional effort with new initiatives 
need to be introduced to continue to sup-
port and encourage a connection 
with county and culture for future 
Lebanese Australians. 

♦ The need to ensure travellers to Leba-
non are safe, and that adequate infor-
mation is circulated and measures put in 
place to ensure any risks that may 
a r i s e  a r e  a d e q u a t e l y  a n d 
q u i c k l y  a d d r e s s e d . 

   

ACHIEVER OF THE EDITION: Q & A WITH  
Mr Naim Melhem 

Mr Naim Melhem (Senior Man-
ager Vic, Arab Bank Australia) 
migrated to Australia from 
Lebanon in 1977.  He quickly 
became actively involved in 

the local community, being elected into the role 
of councillor to the Former City of Springvale in 
1992.  He was later re-elected to The City of 
Greater Dandenong in 1997 becoming Mayor in 
1999 and 2000. 

Q. What does achievement mean to you? 

Attaining satisfaction and having the self esteem 
to achieve those things you want. 

Q. What would be your greatest hurdle and 
how did you overcome it? 

Trying to prove myself in the Australian commu-
nity has been a great hurdle. I overcame this by 
being determined and always striving to maintain 
my Arabic identity. Being proud of my culture and 
always representing it in the Australian commu-
nity has always been important to me.    

Q. How has the Lebanese community con-
tributed to Australian society? 

In many different ways, to name a few; they 
have integrated well into society, have achieved 
great things in terms of business and commerce, 
there are many recognised Lebanese politicians in 
Australian politics and there are those individuals 
who have joined Australian forces to defend Aus-
tralia.  

The Lebanese are always proud of their rich heri-
tage but by the same token are also always eager 
and equally proud to represent Australia. 

    V L C C  G A Z E T T E  
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2007 

VLCC’s Launch! 

All the way back in 
2007 VLCC hosted its 
official launch at the 
Prahran Town Hall 
officially introducing 
the council to the 
public.  Among the 

many guests attending the launch, speak-
ers included the Hon Mr James Merlino 
Minister Assisting the Premier on Multicul-
tural Affairs, shadow minister of Multicul-
tural Affairs Mr Nicholas Kotsiras and The 
former Minister for Vocational and Further 
Education, Hon Mr Andrew Robb.  

The night showcased traditional Arabic 
food, dance and sporting talent AFL rising 
star Bashar Houli of the Essendon football 
club. The event proved to be a great night 
for all!     

   2008 

VLCC’s First Anni-
versary Dinner 

 A celebration of the 
Victorian Lebanese 
Community Council 
(VLCC) first year an-

niversary took place at the Brunswick 
Lebanese Bar and Grill, Mezza on the 17th 
of October. While basking in the ambiance 
of fellow friends, the evening also dis-
played an exhibition which showcased the 
work of high achievers within the local 
Lebanese community. Community mem-
bers were congratulated on their achieve-
ments in the areas of the Arts, Academia, 
Business and Sports.  

VLCC CORNER 
2009 

VLCC’s 2nd Anniversary Dinner!  
VLCC's Media Award: Journalist Contribution 

to Cultural Awareness 
  
On the night of VLCC's 2nd Anniversary, Oc-
tober 17th 2009, awards will be presented to 
J o u r n a l i s t s  w h o s e  w o r k 
has contributed to our appreciation and un-
derstanding of Lebanese culture and of the 
Australian Lebanese community.  On this 
night, VLCC aims to present media awards 
to journalists from both Lebanese-specific 
and mainstream media outlets.   
 
The night will include authentic Lebanese 
cuisine prepared by A1 Lebanese Bakery, 
Lebanese music and prizes to be won include 
a return ticket to Lebanon courtesy of Cedar 
Jet Travel, also a 50 inch plasma TV valued 
at $4000 generously donated by Mr Nafiz 
Nassar.   
 
EVENT DETAILS: 
Saturday 17th October 
St Kilda Town Hall 
Scheduled to start at 7.30pm with regis-
tration at 7.00pm  
 
Tickets $50, students & pensioners $35 
RSVP by Friday October 2nd 
 
Tickets are available now, please call 
VLCC: 0422 144 739  or email 
info@vlcc.com.au 
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WHAT’S NEWS? 
 

Hezem El Masri, 32 
year old winger for the 
Bulldogs National 
Rugby League team, 
has retired following 
245 games. Heralded a 

hero among his peers El Masri leaves the 
game having contributed greatly to the 
turnaround that lifted the bulldogs from 
2008 wooden spooners to within 80 min-
utes of a Grand final. He has played his 
entire club football career at the Bulldogs, 
with whom he won the 2004 Premiership.  

An accurate goal-kicker, in 2009 (his final 
season in the NRL) El Masri took the record 
for the highest-ever point scorer in pre-
miership history and for a record sixth time 
was the League's top point scorer for the 
season.  

El Masri is a self-identified devout Muslim. 
He is widely respected for his community 
work with young people, winning the NRL's 
Ken Stephen Award in 2002. The award 
recognises players who contribute to the 
betterment of their community away from 
rugby league. 

 

If you have any questions, comments or 
suggestions for future VLCC Gazette edi-
tions, please email VLCC gazette editor at:  

csoufan@vlcc.com.au 

 

DID YOU KNOW?   
 

Byblos: Maybe the 
oldest uninhabited 
city in the world! 
Byblos is one of the 
richest archaeological 
areas in Lebanon and 

the world, it is one of the top contenders for 
the oldest inhabited city award. Modern 
scholars say the site of Byblos goes back 
more than 10000 years. Its name was the 
origin of the Greek word "biblion" which 
means "book", giving us hence 
"bibliography" and "Bible”. 
 
Long before Greece and Rome, this ancient 
town was a powerful, independent city-state 
with its own kings, culture and flourishing 
trade. For several thousand years it was 
called "Gubla" and later "Gebal", while the 
term "Canaan" was applied to the coast in 
general. In 1200 BC, the Greeks gave it the 
name "Phoenicia", referring to the coastal 
area. And they called the city "Byblos" 
(Papyrus in Greek), because this commercial 
centre was important in the papyrus trade.  
Under the domination of the Egyptian Phar-
aohs in the 3rd and 2nd millennium BC, By-
blos was a commercial and religious capital 
o f  t h e  P h o e n i c i a n  c o a s t .  
 
Meanwhile, the scribes of Byblos developed 
an alphabetic phonetic script, the precursor 
of our modern alphabet which had travelled 
by the year 800 BC to Greece, changing for-
ever the way man communicated.  
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VICTORIAN LEBANESE COMMUNITY COUNCIL INC. 

MEMBERSHIP FORM 
ABN: 65350419741 

New Membership � Renewal Membership � 

ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP FEE (Incl. GST): 

General Membership � $15.00 

Concession/Student Membership � $10.00 

Organisation Membership � $50.00 

Please add my email to the VLCC’s Email Alert list � 

MEMBER’S DETAILS: 

Name: ………………………………………………………………………………………………………........................... 

Address: ……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

Suburb: ……………………………………………… State: ……………………… Postcode: ………………................. 

Phone (Business) …………………………… (Fax) …………………………. (Private) ………………........................ 

Mobile: ……………………………………. (Email) …………………………………………………………………………. 

Place of Employment: …………………………………………………………………………………...Self employed � 

Job Title: ……………………………........................................................................................................................... 

Educational Background: ……………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

Student: � Tertiary ……………………………….......... � Secondary ……………� Primary ……...... ………... 

Age group: 12-17 � 18-29 � 30-44 � 45-59 � 60-80+ � 

Introduced by: …………………………………………………………….......... 

DONATION: 

I wish to donate the amount of: $........................... 

SPONSORSHIP: 

I am happy to become a VLCC Inc. Sponsor � 

VOLUNTEER WORK: 

I am happy to become a VLCC Inc. Volunteer � 

PAYMENT METHODS: 

1) Cash � VLCC Inc. Invoice number: ……………………… 

2) Cheque/money order � Please make cheque or money order payable to: 

Victorian Lebanese Community Council Inc. (VLCC) 

PO Box 59 Bentleigh VIC 3204 

Signature: ………………………………………………………………………………Date:………………………………. 

Privacy: Confidentiality will be protected by storing this information securely and ensuring no information is given to any individual or institution without your 
consent, 

unless required by law. Any information used for research or funding purposes will be de-identified to protect anonymity. 

THANK YOU 


